HABEAS CORPUS SUSPENSION (IRELAND) ACT 
(WATERFORD GAOL.) 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable House of Commons, 
dated 20 March 1866 ',—for, 

« COPIES of any Letters, addressed by the Stipendiary Magistrate and Local 
Inspector of Prisons at Waterford, to the Inspectors-General of Prisons 
on any one connected with the Executive Government in Ireland, as to 
the treatment of the Prisoners confined in the Gaol of Waterford 
under the Habeas Corpus Suspension (Ireland) Act.” 

“And, of the Replies to the same.” 



Local Inspector of Gaol to Inspector General of Prisons. 



Gentlemen, Waterford Gaol, 20 February 1866. 

Yesterday two prisoners, Joseph Hyland, commonly called Captain Hyland 
(88th Regiment United States Army), and Francis Foran (who had some time 
ago applied for the situation of turnkey in this Gaol), were committed for 
swearing in Fenians, and being otherwise active members of the conspiracy ; 
and, in addition to these, I expect, indeed am confident, that two or three others 
will be this day lodged in gaol, and that warrants are out for more. Under 
these circumstances, the Governor has applied to me to know whether prisoners 
committed under the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act for no definite period, 
and awaiting Her Majesty’s pleasure, should be treated as convicted prisoners, 
that is, given the Gaol allowance of food and the Gaol clothing. At present 
they are receiving food from the outside, and are clothed in their own garments, 
and this is attended with much inconvenience and some danger to the discipline 
of the prison, as though every precaution is taken, articles may be introduced 
into the gaol very objectionable, such as pencils, penknives, &c. _One of the 
former was yesterday found in the cell of prisoner J. Dillon, a Fenian Head 
Centre, and a scrap of paper written on to his wife, and I have strong suspicions 
the pencil was conveyed in a piece of bread, though it was well examined at the 

^The Governor and myself would feel much more easy if these prisoners i yere 
treated as convicted men, when such instances as quoted above could not take 
place. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Emanuel Roberts. 

Local Inspector. 



Inspector-General of Prisons to Local Inspector. 

g^ r 21 February 1866. 

In reply to your letter of the 20th instant, I am directed by the Inspectors- 
General of Prisons to apprize you that they hare communicated with the Law 
Adviser, who is of opinion that prisoners committed to your Gaol by virtue ot 
warrants under the Suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, are to be treated as 
untried prisoners, and to he permitted to provide themselves with diet, it able 
and willing to do so, and that they are not in any case to be compelled to wear 

the prison clothing. T 0 

I am, &c. 

(signed) John W. Gregg. 
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2 CORRESPONDENCE AS TO PRISONERS IN WATERFORD GAOL 



Inspectors-General of Prisons to Governors of Gaols. 

Circular, No. 216. 

Office of Inspectors-General of Prisons 
Sir, Dublin Castle, March 10 1866. 

I am directed by the Inspectors-General of Prison to acquaint you, with 
reference to prisoners committed to your custody under the “ Habeas Corpus 
Suspension Act,” — 

1st. That they may be permitted to procure for themselves, or receive at 
proper hours, food and a reasonable quantity of malt liquor, clothing, bedding 
or other necessaries, subject to examination ; but no part of such food, malt 
liquor, bedding, clothing, or other necessaries, shall be sold or transferred to any 
other prisoner. " y 

2nd. That such prisoners shall not be required to wear the prison dress, but 
may be provided therewith if they desire it. 

3rd. That they are in no case to be compelled to work— such prisoners are 
of course, to be kept separate from convicted prisoners. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) John W. Gregg. 



Inspector-General of Prisons to Local Inspectors of Gaols. 

Circular, No. 217. 

Office of Inspectors-General of Prisons, 
Sir, Dublin Castle, March 12, 1866. 

I am directed by the Inspectors-General of Prisons to apprize you, for the 
information of your Board, in reference to the Circular issued from this Depart- 
ment on the 10th inst., that in case the bye-laws of your Gaol do not allow the 
introduction of malt liquor, as in the Circular mentioned, that portion of it which 
so permits the admission of malt liquor is not to be acted upon until further 
communication; and you are further requested to report the practice with 
regard to this subject in your Prison. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) John W. Gregg 



Local Inspector to Inspectors-General of Prisons, 

Gentlemen, Waterford Gaol, 12 March 1866. 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, giving cover to a notice of motion 
of Mr. Blake’s regarding the treatment of certain prisoners confined in the 
Waterford Gaol, I have the honor to state that the only restrictions to which the 
prisoners arrested under the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act are subjected, 
different from those of ordinary prisoners, are in the following instances : — 

No intercourse with visitors outside. 

No interviews with legal advisers. 

Specifications to the above effect were given to the Local Inspector and 
Governor by the resident magistrate Mr. Goold, and have been enforced. 

The prisoners, 16 in number, do not attend service in the chapel with the 
other prisoners, as they could not be kept separate, which was deemed essential, 
but have all the consolations of religion administered to them by the Chaplain 
of the Gaol, in their own cells when they require such, and when there have 
not been any untried prisoners in the gaol, and accommodation could thus be 
afforded, some of the prisoners in question have been admitted to the Chapel 
during sendee, as was the case yesterday and previously. 

Several 
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UNDER THE HABEAS CORPUS SUSPENSION (IRELAND) ACT. 3 

Several of them applied for books which have been supplied. 

They receive their food three times each day of such quantity and quality as 
their friends choose to supply, except tobacco, spirits, and wine, which articles 
e strictlv prohibited by the prison rules, otherwise than by the medical officer s 
Suctions ; they are allowed malt liquors by order of the Inspectors-General, 
'id are dressed in their own clothes, and can have their own bedding if they 

'"fregret to say the indulgence has been abused in many instances in secreting 
tnhacco and written communications in their food by their friends outside, but 
which, were intercepted through the vigilance of the turnkeys on duty. They 
take, daily exercise for two hours, with but few exceptions, under charge of a 

Snwshtag^hesT prisoners, which I do nearly every day, and inquiring if they 
have any complaints to make, they have expressed themselves not only satisfied 
lith their treatment, but thankful for the kindness shown them by all the prison 
officials, and especially by the governor, Captain Triphook; the expression used 
by some of them this day to me was “we have everything here we can desire 
but our freedom.” 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Emanuel Roberts , 

Local Inspector. 



Local Inspector to Inspectors General of Prisons. 

Gentlemen Waterford Gaol, 14 March 1866. 

Since the committal to the Gaol of Waterford of the prisoners (16 in .numbs) 
arrested under the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act, no visitors or ^ advisers 
have been allowed to see them though they have frequently applied for the 
indulgence, the resident magistrate, Mr. Goold, having directed the governor and 
mvself that no intercourse should be permitted between these prisoners and then 
relatives or friends outside. I have been informed this day that a solicitor m 
Waterford applied to Sir Thomas Larcom for permission to see one of them 
Maurice 1 Walshe, and that his reply is to the effect that R altogefter reste wrth 
the Board of Superintendence. Under these circumstances may I request 
instructions how the Board or myself should proceed. 

I have, &c. 

('signed') Emanuel Roberts, 

1 S Local Inspector, Waterford Gaol. 



Local Inspector to Inspectors General of Prisons. 

Waterford Gaol, 14 March 1866 

w™ reference to your letter, No 217, of the }** *^ I^^the 

honour to state that the Bye-Laws of this Pnson pr „ p Section 

in the Gaol as set forth under the head of General Rules, rage * 

X The practice has been not to admit the Malt liquor except by the Medical 
“ "Suers in confinement under, the 

s Sd iSXf -w- “ •* “ 

own expense, but which shall be discontinued. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Emanuel Roberts, 

K & Local Inspector. 
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